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graha that, if the mistakes which have been committed here and
at other places had not been committed, the Rowlatt Bill would
have been cancelled today. May God give you all good understand-
ing and peace.
Source Material for a History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vol. II  (1885-
1920), pp. 763, 766-7
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SELF-EXAMINATION
Satyagraha has made unexpectedly rapid progress in course of
one short week. But it is necessary to consider whether the move-
ment is progressing in the right direction or not. Several very
regrettable and untoward incidents have occurred,
It has been brought home to satyagrahis that satyagraha is
not an easy weapon to handle. Satyagrahis have been often asked
if they are not responsible for the varied consequences of this
struggle. We have always answered this inquiry in the affirmative.
Satyagrahis will always follow truth, and will not by thought, word
or deed hurt anybody* They will carry on the struggle with
such self-restraint and discipline as will enable them to acquire
firm control over the people whose sympathy and co-operation
they desire and have already been successful in winning in such
an appreciable degree. The experience of the last week has clear-
ly shown that satyagrahis are not yet in a positon to control the
masses. The true spirit of satyagraha has not yet permeated the
people with the result that they are not yet able to express their
feelings in a manner worthy of satyagraha* This undoubtedly
casts a slur upon satyagraha.
All the same the satyagrahi will not be discouraged* It is
only when the Rowlatt legislation is withdrawn or when he has
1 Further issues did not come out due to the suspension of satyagraha, vide
The Bombay Chronicle, 22-4-1919, which read; "We have been informed by the
Satyagraha Sabha that as civil disobedience has been temporarily suspended
the publication of the weekly Satyagrahi will be discontinued and the unlicensed
printing press will aj$o be closed during the suspension periocV*